
 

 
 

Spring Quarter 2017 Courses 
 

Producing Territory: People, Commodities  
and Values on the Move 

MENA 390-3-21 
Emrah Yıldız  

T/Th 5:00-6:20 
Kresge Hall 4-531 (MENA Seminar Room) 

 
What is territory? Is it simply the physical space 
(land, air or sea) over which a state exercises 
sovereignty? How does this presumed alignment of 
territory and sovereignty come about and get 
maintained in modern nation-states and 
internationally? Is territory a given and static contract 
or the terrain of constant contestation or negotiation 
in global and international affairs? This course 
examines these questions by proposing that 
territories are as much products of mobile social 
actors, contraband commodities and fluctuating 
values as they are of state policies aimed at managing 
these movements. Through reading anthropological 
and historical monographs as well as theoretical 
essays drawn from geography and social theory more 
broadly, in this course we explore the spatial 
production of social worlds and trace how this 
process has come to unfold at local, national and 
regional scales. By the end of the course students are 
expected to be well-versed in diverse theories of space 
and able to articulate what an attention to space and 
the relations of power inscribed in particular 
processes of territorial production can contribute to 
ethnographic and historical inquiry across the 
MENA region. 
  

 
 
 
 

Breaking the Law in the Middle East:  
Many Careers of the Illicit 

MENA 390-3-22 
Emrah Yıldız  

T/Th 3:30-4:50 
Kresge Hall 4-531 (MENA Seminar Room) 

 
Are some laws meant to be broken? Are those who 
break them all criminals? Where does the boundary 
between the legal and the criminal, the legitimate 
and the illicit, lie? Who gets to draw, manage and 
enforce that boundary that produces categories of 
crime out of illicit, illegal and illegitimate practices?  
Rather than seeing such activities as antithetical to 
the state, or as symptoms of the decline of the 
nation-state in the era of globalization, in this course 
we focus on when and how such relations may 
reinforce, work through and/or transform state 
power. We ask: How do licit and illicit networks and 
activities intersect to form different constellations of 
power and ideas of legitimacy, formality and legality 
in a given community at a given time? How do ideas 
and regimes of legality inform our ideas of what is 
morally right, criminal, and valuable? Drawing on 
political anthropology and cultural history, in this 
course we study many careers of the illicit in the 
MENA region to answer these questions. In so doing 
we trace the politics of legal and discursive 
constructions of crime and illicit action, and study 
how these practices interrelate with processes of law, 
governance, cross-border commerce and regimes of 
morality. At the end of the course we aim to reveal 
categories of crime and many careers of the illicit as 
historical and political constructs rather than as pre-
existent and static categories of social action and 
analysis. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Arab American Arts and Cinema 
MENA 390-6-20 
Umayyah Cable 

M/Th 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
Crowe Hall, Room 1121 

 
This course focuses on Arab-American cultural 
productions—film, visual art, literature, and 
performance—as a way to examine various political, 
ideological, and social issues that are of concern to 
Arab American communities. At the heart of our 
inquiry will be an interrogation of the relationship 
between representation and power. We will begin 
with a brief overview of how Arab culture and 
subjectivity have been represented in US, with a 
focus on the construction of stereotypes and media 
bias. We will then examine Arab-American cultural 
productions as forms of self-representation. Readings 
in postcolonial theory, women of color feminist 
theory, and queer of color critique will provide 
analytical lenses through which to explore the 
aesthetic and political aspects of Arab American arts 
and cinema. This course incorporates a field trip to a 
local Arab-American film festival and an assignment 
will be based on interdisciplinary research conducted 
at that event. 

 
Culture, Media, and Politics in  

Post-Revolutionary Iran 
MENA 390-3-24 

Saeid Golkar 
M/W 2:00- 3:20PM 

Kresge 4531 MENA Seminar Room 
 
This course will explore the cultural policies of the 
Islamic Republic in Iran since 1979. We will focus 
on media (TV and Radio, Internet, music, cinema, 
cartoons, Satire, Video game, and the press) to 
analyze the dynamic of state and societal relations in 
today's Iran. The central questions that we will 
answer during this course are: Why and How has the 
political regime used the media to propagate its 
ideology, control the society, and shape the "ideal 
citizen"? To what extent has the state been successful 
in their efforts? How have the people used the 
media, especially social media, to ignore, undermine, 
and challenge the state authority? 
 

North African Literature in  
the Age of Social Media 

MENA 390-6-21 
Driss Ksikes 

TuTh 11:00AM - 12:20PM 
Kresge Hall 4-531 (MENA Seminar Room) 

 
This course is taught by Writer-in-Residence Driss 
Ksikes, a prominent Moroccan novelist, playwright, 
journalist, and magazine editor. All readings are in 
English translation and discussion is in English. 
Students who read French and/or Arabic will have 
the opportunity to read some materials in the 
original. The starting point of the seminar is that 
novels, poems, short stories, plays, may reveal, with a 
lot of sensitivity and panache, not only personal 
realms but, sometimes unconsciously, what Jacques 
Lacan calls the "subjectivity of an era" or as Michel 
Foucault puts it the "episteme." This seminar 
incorporates, in addition to liteary works, critical 
essays and Internet materials (webpages, videos) to 
explore what has been at stake in North African 
societies since the start of the 21st century, which 
corresponds roughly to the advent of social media. 
We will focus particularly on the relationship 
between fragmented representations of reality by 
masses of connected individuals and idiosyncratic 
expressions produced by literary actors. How do 
writers deal with the sudden popularization of 
speech and discourse online? Do they incorporate or 
employ different forms of speech within their texts? 
And how do users of social media address or deal 
with "elite" literary froms? How does this new 
ecosystem of discourse production affect the literary 
world, in terms of content, format and 
communication? And finally, how do literary texts 
interact with collective upheavals, such as the 2011 
uprisings, largely echoed and accelerated by social 
media? Novels, plays, and poetry by authors 
including Yassin Adnane, Kamel Daoud, 
Abdelfattah Kilito, Laila Lalami, Leila Soliman, 
Youssef Zaidan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Gender & Sexuality in the Middle East 
MENA 390-3-23 

Ayça Alemdaroğlu 
M/W 3:30-4:50 

Kresge Hall 4-531 (MENA Seminar Room) 
 
This course explores historical formation of cities 
and citizens in the Middle East and the US since the 
19th century by focusing on urban changes in 
Istanbul, Cairo and Chicago. We focus these global 
metropolitans to examine how urban space has 
reconfigured through histories of natural and man-
made disasters, politics andeconomy. Urbanization, 
informality, gendered places, consumption, urban 
regeneration, local politics, crime and branding the 
city are some of the themes of our discussion. We 
study these themes in relation to two main 
questions: How do spatial changes engender new 
social practices and redefine cultural difference and 
vice versa?; How do power struggles at the 
intersection of local and global interests shape urban 
change? We try to answer these questions by drawing 
on readings in history, anthropology and sociology 
disciplines. The course will be of interest for history, 
sociology, anthropology, political science and urban 
studies majors, who are interested in learning about 
the politics, society and economy in Turkey and 
Egypt in comparison to urban trends in the US. 

 
 
 


